God's Master Plan Bible Study

Lesson 20 – Passion Week – Sunday & Monday

God's Master Plan #20 – Passion Week – Sunday & Monday


On the Sabbath day after coming to Bethany, Jesus had journeyed into the capitol city of Jerusalem to great fanfare and worship from His disciples, entered the temple to observe all that was happening there, and then returned to Bethany for the night.  The first day of the last week of Jesus’ earthly life, began with He and His disciples traveling again from Bethany to Jerusalem.  It is important to note and remember that throughout the last week of Jesus’ life, literally millions of Jews were arriving in the Jerusalem area and great crowds were continually in the city and especially around the temple.    

Sunday, the 11th of Nisan

Mark 11:12-14 On the next day, when they had left Bethany, He became hungry. 13 Seeing at a distance a fig tree in leaf, He went to see if perhaps He would find anything on it; and when He came to it, He found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. 14 He said to it, "May no one ever eat fruit from you again!" And His disciples were listening. 

Apparently, Jesus and His disciples left Bethany without taking the time to eat breakfast, and so when Jesus spotted a fig tree with leaves, He approached it eagerly anticipating something to eat
.  Something was abnormal with this fig tree and it had no fruit and the disciples were astonished to hear Jesus curse the tree and proclaim that no one would ever eat from it again!    

Mark 11:15-16 Then they came to Jerusalem. And He entered the temple and began to drive out those who were buying and selling in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who were selling doves; 16 and He would not permit anyone to carry merchandise through the temple. 

Upon coming to Jerusalem, Jesus again immediately entered the temple, but this time He began to drive out those who were buying and selling in the temple and to kick over the tables of those who changed money and sold doves.  As more merchants arrived with their goods to set up for the day, Jesus stopped them and would not let them bring the merchandise into the temple.  There were several practices of these merchants with which Jesus took issue against.  The Pharisees had taught that money with a foreign king was not acceptable in the treasury and made the people convert the common Greek and Roman coins of the day into Jewish currency before they paid their tithes and offerings.  To convert the money, “money changers” had booths in the temple, and, of course, they charged a small fee for the conversion process.  For the convenience of sacrifice, people also sold doves and other sacrificial animals in the temple for an elevated price.  These practices had led to other people bringing normal merchandise such as clothing and food and house items into the temple and turned the outer courtyard into a sort of shopping mall.  This widespread merchandising and using of the things of God to cheat people out of their money is what Jesus took issue with enough to become almost violent.      

Mark 11:17 And He began to teach and say to them, "Is it not written, 'MY HOUSE SHALL BE CALLED A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL THE NATIONS'? But you have made it a ROBBERS' DEN."  

Jesus quoted Old Testament scriptures about the house of God being a house of prayer
.  Jesus also referred to the temple of Jehovah in Jerusalem as “my house.”  It was “His house” therefore He had the authority to cleanse it as He saw fit.  Jesus was claiming to be Jehovah God in flesh and claiming that He was the one, true God that Israel worshipped come in flesh!    

Mark 11:18-19 The chief priests and the scribes heard this, and began seeking how to destroy Him; for they were afraid of Him, for the whole crowd was astonished at His teaching. 19 When evening came, they would go out of the city. 

Jesus spoke with such authority and was so well received with the crowds that the Jewish religious leaders were afraid to seize Jesus in public.  And so as evening came, Jesus and the disciples left Jerusalem and returned to the home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus in Bethany.  

Monday, the 12th of Nisan

Mark 11:20-22 As they were passing by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots up. 21 Being reminded, Peter said to Him, " Rabbi, look, the fig tree which You cursed has withered." 22 And Jesus answered saying to them, " Have faith in God.  

The next morning, Jesus and His disciples again traveled to Jerusalem.  As they passed by the fig tree that Jesus had cursed the previous day, they were shocked to find that the tree had withered from the roots up.  Peter called it to Jesus’ attention and received the answer, “Have faith in God.”  This incidence is the only time that Jesus ever cursed any of His creation, and yet the miracle served as a simple object lesson to remind the disciples of Jesus’ words.  After the crucifixion, the disciples would scatter with despondent outlooks and bleary thoughts and yet everywhere they went in Israel, they would constantly see the fig trees that grew so abundant in those days and every time they saw a fig tree they would remember Jesus cursing this one and His words would ring in their ears:  “have faith in God!”
    

Matt 21:23 When He entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to Him while He was teaching, and said, "By what authority are You doing these things, and who gave You this authority?" 

The Jewish religious leaders had been stunned by Jesus’ actions the day before, but this new day, as Jesus entered into the temple, His opposition was waiting and ready to fight with words.  Immediately confronting Him on His actions the previous day, they asked Him, “By what authority are You doing these things.”  Hearing the confrontation, a crowd quickly gathered to hear Jesus’ reply.  

Matt 21:24-26 Jesus said to them, "I will also ask you one thing, which if you tell Me, I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 "The baptism of John was from what source, from heaven or from men?" And they began reasoning among themselves, saying, "If we say, 'From heaven,' He will say to us, 'Then why did you not believe him?' 26 "But if we say, 'From men,' we fear the people; for they all regard John as a prophet." 

Jesus responded by their query by asking them the source of authority of the baptism and teachings of John the Baptist.  It was a question that the Jewish religious leaders did not want to answer because if they said “from heaven” then Jesus would ask why they did not obey.  IF they answered “from men” the entire crowd would be against them because the multitudes respected the anointing with which John had spoken.  

Matt 21:27 And answering Jesus, they said, "We do not know." He also said to them, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.  

When they declined to answer Jesus’ question, then Jesus refused to answer their question, also!  And then seeing that He had the people’s attention, Jesus asked the Jewish religious leaders another question in the form of the Parable of the Two Sons:

Matt 21:28-30 "But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and said, ' Son, go work today in the vineyard.' 29 "And he answered, 'I will not'; but afterward he regretted it and went.  30 "The man came to the second and said the same thing; and he answered, 'I will, sir'; but he did not go.

The first son told his father “I will not work in the vineyard today” but then afterward changed his mind and went and worked.  The second son said, “I will go” but as soon as his father was out of sight, went and did his own thing.  Jesus then asked:

Matt 21:31-32 "Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Truly I say to you that the tax collectors and prostitutes will get into the kingdom of God before you. 32 "For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him; but the tax collectors and prostitutes did believe him; and you, seeing this, did not even feel remorse afterward so as to believe him.  

The son who at first said, “I will not” and then changed his mind and went and worked is the one who did the will of the father.  It was obvious that Jesus was talking about the Jewish religious leaders because they had said that they wanted to do God’s will, but when John came along, they refused to believe, and yet the most sinful people who had at first rejected God, repented at John’s preaching and obeyed.  Therefore, Jesus was able to say, “tax collectors and prostitutes will get into the kingdom of God before you!”  Jesus was no longer avoiding confrontation with His enemies but was challenging them in a straightforward manner!  

With such an alert audience and His enemies on their heels, Jesus seized the opportunity and taught further through parables.  In the Parable of the Landowner (Matthew 21:33-34; Mark 12:1-12; Luke 20:9-18), Jesus told the story of a man who built and planted a vineyard and hired out men to keep it and work it while he went on a journey.  When harvest time came, he sent his slaves to the vineyard to receive the produce and earnings and the vine keepers beat one slave, and killed and stoned two others.  The man then sent his son saying, “they will respect my son” but the vine keepers took the son and killed him also.  Jesus then asked:

Matt 21:40-41 "Therefore when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those vine-growers?" 41 They said to Him, "He will bring those wretches to a wretched end, and will rent out the vineyard to other vine-growers who will pay him the proceeds at the proper seasons." 

The parable is a thinly veiled reference to what the Jewish religious leaders had done to Israel.  Jesus began the parable by quoting Isaiah 5 that referred to Israel as the vineyard of God
.  God had entrusted to the religious leaders through the laws of Moses, His vineyard, but they had killed and persecuted prophet after prophet that had been sent to them.  Then the very Son of God, Jesus Christ, had come to them and they had rejected Him as well.  Therefore they were worthy of the judgment and wrath of God and the vineyard would be given to another people, the apostolic church would be comprised of believers of all nations.  

Matt 21:45-46 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard His parables, they understood that He was speaking about them. 46 When they sought to seize Him, they feared the people, because they considered Him to be a prophet.

Knowing that Jesus was speaking about them, the Jewish religious leaders were unable to react to Jesus violently because of the great crowds present that believed in Him.  Sensing the advantage, Jesus decided to teach another parable.  In the Parable of the Marriage Feast (Matthew 22:1-14), Jesus likened the kingdom of God to a man giving a great wedding feast for his son.  When the servants were sent out to bid those who had been invited to come to the feast, the people did not come and some even mistreated and killed some of the servants.  The king became angry and sent his army to punish those people who refused to accept his invitation and then invited whomever he could find to the feast.  Jesus finished the parable with these words:

Matt 22:14 "For many are called, but few are chosen."  

Many had been invited to the celebration of God’s coming kingdom, but the time had come to act upon that invitation and the Jewish religious leaders refused to realize that the time of their Messiah was now.  Therefore Jesus would choose common people like fishermen and tax collectors and even, eventually, Gentiles to enter into His kingdom and take part of His “marriage supper!”  

Matt 22:15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted together how they might trap Him in what He said. 

Realizing that Jesus was gaining the upper hand in credibility with the crowds, the Jewish religious leaders became desperate and decided to try to provoke Him into mistakes with “hard questions.”        

Matt 22:16-18 And they sent their disciples to Him, along with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know that You are truthful and teach the way of God in truth, and defer to no one; for You are not partial to any. 17 "Tell us then, what do You think? Is it lawful to give a poll-tax to Caesar, or not?" 18 But Jesus perceived their malice, and said, "Why are you testing Me, you hypocrites?  

The Herodians were a group of Jewish leaders that were loyal to the causes and ruler ship of Herod and the Roman government.  This was a “loaded question” because if Jesus said it was not lawful according to Moses’ law to pay Roman taxes, then the Roman government would come after Him.  But if He said it was lawful, then the people would be against Him because they hated paying the Roman taxes.      

Matt 22:19-22 "Show Me the coin used for the poll-tax." And they brought Him a denarius. 20 And He said to them, "Whose likeness and inscription is this?" 21 They said to Him, "Caesar's." Then He said to them, " Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's; and to God the things that are God's." 22 And hearing this, they were amazed, and leaving Him, they went away. 

Asking for a coin, Jesus replied, “Give to Caesar, the things that are Caesar’s and to God, the things that are God’s.”  As long as the Romans were in control of the national government, they should pay taxes to him, and as long as God ruled the universe, they should pay their tithes and offerings.  Unable to find any fault with His response, the Herodians left.    

Matt 22:23-24 On that day some Sadducees (who say there is no resurrection) came to Jesus and questioned Him, 24 asking, "Teacher, Moses said, 'IF A MAN DIES HAVING NO CHILDREN, HIS BROTHER AS NEXT OF KIN SHALL MARRY HIS WIFE, AND RAISE UP CHILDREN FOR HIS BROTHER.' 

Next to bring their “hard question” was the Sadducees who did not believe in life after death or a future resurrection of the dead.  This hypothetical query was a favorite that the Sadducees used to stump the Pharisees who did believe in life after death.  

Matt 22:25-28 "Now there were seven brothers with us; and the first married and died, and having no children left his wife to his brother; 26 so also the second, and the third, down to the seventh. 27 "Last of all, the woman died. 28 "In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife of the seven will she be? For they all had married her." 

This situation probably had never occurred, but was created in the Sadducees minds to try to disprove the literalness of scripture
.  Such a hypothetical story was no problem for Jesus, though:  

Matt 22:29-30 But Jesus answered and said to them, "You are mistaken, not understanding the Scriptures nor the power of God. 30 "For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.  

There is no marriage in heaven or after the resurrection and so the question is null and void.  Jesus then went on to confront their disbelief in a resurrection:

Matt 22:31-33 "But regarding the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was spoken to you by God: 32' I AM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, AND THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD OF JACOB'? He is not the God of the dead but of the living." 33 When the crowds heard this, they were astonished at His teaching. 

God did not say to Moses, “I was the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,” but rather “I am.”  If these men would not live again, then how could God say years after their death “I am their God?”  The Sadducees could, not counter such powerful answers, so they departed.    

Mark 12:28 One of the scribes came and heard them arguing, and recognizing that He had answered them well, asked Him, "What commandment is the foremost of all?" 

The scribes were typically of the Pharisees and were the men in charge of the local houses of worship beyond Jerusalem called “synagogues.”  The scribes prided themselves in their ability to “interpret” scripture.  

Mark 12:29-31 Jesus answered, "The foremost is, 'HEAR, O ISRAEL! THE LORD OUR GOD IS ONE LORD; 30 AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.' 31 "The second is this, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' There is no other commandment greater than these."  

The greatest commandment of the 613 commandments of Moses is that there is only one Lord and we are to love that one God with everything within us!  The second greatest commandment is to love our neighbor as ourselves.  

Mark 12:32-33 The scribe said to Him, "Right, Teacher; You have truly stated that HE IS ONE, AND THERE IS NO ONE ELSE BESIDES HIM; 33 AND TO LOVE HIM WITH ALL THE HEART AND WITH ALL THE UNDERSTANDING AND WITH ALL THE STRENGTH, AND TO LOVE ONE'S NEIGHBOR AS HIMSELF, is much more than all burnt offerings and sacrifices." 

The scribe was surprised by Jesus’ answer and apparently had come to the same conclusion through his own study.  

Mark 12:34 When Jesus saw that he had answered intelligently, He said to him, "You are not far from the kingdom of God."  After that, no one would venture to ask Him any more questions. 

The man was close to becoming a believer and grasping the change that Jesus Christ was coming to bring in the kingdom of God!  Realizing that all of their queries and “hard questions” were only making the people like Jesus greater and even was bringing their own members to the point of conversion, the Jewish religious leaders decided to stop asking Jesus questions.   

Matt 22:41-42 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a question: 42 "What do you think about the Christ, whose son is He?" They said to Him, "The son of David." 

But Jesus now had a question for them to answer!  He first asked the Jewish religious leaders whose son the “Messiah” or “the Christ” would be, and they rightfully answered that the scriptures said that the Messiah would be from the lineage of David and therefore called “the son of David.”    

Matt 22:43-46 He said to them, "Then how does David in the Spirit call Him 'Lord,' saying, 44'THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, "SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I PUT YOUR ENEMIES BENEATH YOUR FEET"'? 45 "If David then calls Him 'Lord,' how is He his son?" 46 No one was able to answer Him a word, nor did anyone dare from that day on to ask Him another question.

Jesus is quoting Psalms 110:1 in which David referred to the Messiah to come as “my Lord.”  How could the Messiah be both “Lord” and “the son” of David?  The only way this could be true was if the Messiah was Jehovah God come in flesh, therefore, He would be both the creator and Lord of David and the son of David from being born into his lineage.  The Pharisees did not want to admit that Jesus Christ – who was born of Mary and Joseph who were both from the lineage of David – could possibly be Jehovah God in flesh so they did not dare to answer His question
!  

Mark 12:38-40 In His teaching He was saying: "Beware of the scribes who like to walk around in long robes, and like respectful greetings in the market places, 39 and chief seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets, 40 who devour widows' houses, and for appearance's sake offer long prayers; these will receive greater condemnation."  

Jesus then directly pointed to the Pharisees “religious show” that was only to build them up and not to glorify God and condemned it.  The Jewish religious leaders cared only for what man saw and not for what God saw and therefore their spirituality was a religion only and not rooted and grounded in true spirituality that comes from desiring to please God most of all.  

Mark 12:41-42 And He sat down opposite the treasury, and began observing how the people were putting money into the treasury; and many rich people were putting in large sums. 42 A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which amount to a cent. 

In the temple, there was a box into which the temple goers could place offerings.  Jesus began to watch the rich people making a show of presenting their large amounts and then a poor widow came by and put a few cents in the box.  

Mark 12:43-44 Calling His disciples to Him, He said to them, "Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the contributors to the treasury; 44 for they all put in out of their surplus, but she, out of her poverty, put in all she owned, all she had to live on."

The principle here is that God views offerings in relations to their sacrificial level in the givers’ life.  For a rich man, a hundred dollars’ offering might be nothing, but for a poor man; a dollar might be great sacrifice.  Tithing is based upon a percentage of income, ten percent, and here we learn that offering is based upon the amount of sacrifice to the giver.  To those who will sacrifice and give more, God counts more honorable.  This not only applies to our lives in gifts of money, but of worship, time, and talent also!    

Mark 13:1-2 As He was going out of the temple, one of His disciples said to Him, "Teacher, behold what wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!" 2 And Jesus said to him, "Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left upon another which will not be torn down."  

The temple of Jesus’ day was the temple built by Zerrubabel that had been greatly enlarged and decorated by Herod.  As they left the temple, the disciples looked at the grand structure and commented to Jesus how beautiful the temple was.  Jesus shocked them by prophesying that the temple would be completely destroyed and not one stone would be left upon another
.  

Mark 13:3-4 As He was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter and James and John and Andrew were questioning Him privately, 4 "Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when all these things are going to be fulfilled?" 

Leaving the temple, Jesus sat down on the Mount of Olives just beyond the walls of Jerusalem and gazed upon the temple site.  Startled by the early prophecy of the demise of the temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew came to Jesus and asked for some more information about the end time events.  Jesus’ response is known by scholars today as the “Olivet Discourse” and is found in Matthew chapter 24 and 25; Mark chapter 13; Luke 21:5-36.  It is perhaps the greatest portion of prophecy found in scripture
.   

After sitting and teaching on Mount of Olives, Jesus and His disciple journeyed back to Bethany for the night and a very long Monday came to an end.  As the sun set on them as they walked along the road from Jerusalem to Bethany, the disciples did not realize that Jesus death was less than forty-eight hours away!  When Jesus laid down this night, it would be the last time that He would ever sleep – the time of His death was fast approaching!  

� The fig trees in Israel bear fruit first and then their leaves, so leaves are normally an indication that the fruit is already there.


� Jesus is quoting Isaiah 56:7 and Jeremiah 7:11.


� This thought was so established in Israeli thought that by Jesus’ time the grape vine had become the national symbol of Israel.


� This prophecy of the destruction of the temple came true in A.D. 70 when the Roman general Titus marched to Jerusalem and destroyed the city in response to a Jewish revolt.  The temple was leveled exactly forty years after Jesus spoke these words to His disciples.  To this day there is not a temple in Jerusalem, but instead a Muslim shrine, the Dome on the Rock, currently sits on the site.  The lack of a temple and the presence of a Muslim mosque on the holy mount is the primary source of contention and strife between the Israelis and Arab world today.  


� In our study, we will not deal with these passages here, but will focus on them when we reach the points that they prophesied of, when we get to those places in future lessons.  





Endnotes





� This story also teaches us about how the supernatural power of God works in our lives today.  That is, He works from the root of the problem and then it slowly with time becomes apparent what He has been doing.  The fig tree did not immediately fall over at the moment of Jesus’ words, but unseen beneath the ground, the roots began to dry up at that very moment.  It took a twenty-four hour period for the evidence of God’s instant work to become apparent to human eyes.  How to, so often we ask for prayer for healing or for God to work out a situation and because we cannot see immediate results we think that God has not heard our prayer, when in actuality, He began to work the very minute that we cried out but rather than dealing with the visible symptoms of the problem, God began to deal with the root of the issue!  Let the lesson of the fig tree ring in your ears also in times where it is not obvious to human eyes how God is working:  “Have faith in God!”  





� Even today, some people insist on inventing hypothetical, extreme stories and circumstances to try to disprove the literalness of scripture.  If you read where Jesus declares that water baptism is necessary for salvation (see Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16; 1 Peter 3:21), then they want to invent some story about “what if” somebody believed and repented and yet died before they could get baptized.  Or they want to invent some crazy story about what if someone is raised in the jungles of Borneo and never hears the Gospel.  





In the words of Jesus to such people:  “you are mistaken not understanding the scriptures.”  The Grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men and women (Titus 2:11) in their lives.  If someone were to get killed after they truly believed and yet they were not baptized, it would be because they rejected water baptism as it was presented to them.  If someone in the jungles of Borneo recognizes through creation that there must be a God and seeks to know that God, then God will find a way for him to learn about Jesus Christ.  If he believes, then he will find a way for him to learn about repentance.  If he repents, then God will find a way for him to learn about water baptism, and the Holy Ghost and on and on.  Anytime people have to invent a hypothetical situation to try to disprove the literalness of the scriptures, they place themselves on the same dubious footing of the disbelieving Saducees!  As the old preacher used to say:  “If there are exceptions, then you ain’t it, so stop worrying about it and you just obey what God has said to do!”  


  


� Mark 12:37 says, “The large crowd was enjoying listening to Him.”  Jesus’ style of teaching with questions and parables and stories and pulling scriptures that were pertinent to the subject from various books was fun to listen to and hear.  So should the ministering of the Word be today.  Some ministers have the attitude that “teaching” the Word of God is a boring, monotonous affair, but in reality their style of teaching or lack of preparation or zeal make it that way.  The Word of God can be taught in a way that is fun to listen to and informative at the same time.  We should all strive to present the scriptures in the manner that Jesus showed us.  He truly was the Master Teacher!  
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